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Prom 2019: Dancing in the 
Purple Rain  By Livvy Mills 

 This past weekend, May 4th, was prom. Prom was held in the 
Storer Ballroom at Shepherd University. The dance seemed to have 
a great turnout with about 360 students in attendance. Mrs. Fridley 
and Mrs. Lemmons said, “with all the concerns and worries we had 
about space and tickets, the event was a resounding success.”   
     “Purple Rain” was the theme of prom this year and there were 
many wonderful decorations! From raining down lights behind the 
DJ, to the candy bar, everything was all purple!  
     The 2019 prom king is Parker Hewitt and the queen is 
Hanna Jandrain. They danced after the crowning to “Purple Rain” 
by Prince! The court consisted of the following seniors: Parker 
Hewitt, Sean Albon, Bryan Ho, Grant Harman, Matt Vanduzer, 
Hanna Jandrain, Taylor Bleigh, Faith Figgins, Chloe Ervin, and 
Sara Brown.  
     Overall, the prom committee has gotten positive feedback from 
the students on everything except the temperature of the facility but 
that comes with any building we put over 300 kids in! A special 
thanks to the organizers, Mrs. Lemmons and Mrs. Fridley, as well 
as the junior committee and everyone else who helped make this a 
magical night!   
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Seniors Reflect on MHS Days 
The Orange and Black reporters asked seniors to talk about a favorite 
teacher and a favorite memory from high school.  Here is what they 
heard… 

Josh Thomas- “ My favorite teacher is Mr. Gallagher because 
he’s different from my other teachers, and he’s a really cool dude.” 
  
“My favorite memory is going to states with the swim team.” 
 
Lexi Heck: “My favorite teacher was Mrs. Comer because she 

makes connections and good relationships with all her students, 
and you can tell she only wants the best for them.” 

“My favorite memory at Martinsburg is probably the first pep rally 
of senior year because everyone got so into it and intense which 
made it really fun to watch and be a part of.” 

Catie Nine- “ Mr. Walters, because he is the one that inspired 
me to be the best that I could be.” 
 
“My favorite memory is going to pep rallies.” 
 
Kianna Rodriguez- “ My favorite teacher is Mrs. Struebing 
because, she motivates me everyday to do my best.” 
 
“My favorite memory is meeting all the great people here.” 
 
Annie Martin: “My favorite teacher is Mr. Schramm because 
his class is entertaining and he’s a funny guy to be around.” 
 
“My favorite memory was after a rainy football game, my friends 
and I went to my best friend’s house and played Mario Kart.” 
 

Jordan Bohrer: “ My favorite teacher is Mr. Czarnecki because 
he’s very influential and a really cool dude.”  
 
“My favorite memory is meeting all the really cool people.” 
 

Qualeke Bush: “My favorite teacher is Mrs. Carpenter because 

she is sweet, caring, and I can tell her anything.” 

“My favorite memory is my last basketball game.” 

 

Jordan Bohrer 

Kianna Rodriquez and Catie Nine 

Josh Thomas 
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More Senior Reflections 
Dylan Boyd- “ My favorite teacher is Mrs. Struebing because she has 
a great personality.” 
 
“My favorite memory is the youth in government trip with YLA”. 
 
Daisy Seal: “My favorite teacher is Mrs. Fields because she made me 

feel at home at Martinsburg.” 

“My favorite memory is being in Buddies Club.” 

Chloe Ervin:”My favorite teacher is Mrs. Schramm because I have 

had her for all 4 years and she really cares about her students success 
and education.” 

“My favorite memory is probably the trip to Boston and competition 
season in general because the group gets really close.” 

Hanna Jandrain: “My favorite teachers are Ms. Whisel and Mrs. 

Haines because they both inspire me with how they constantly care 
about how I am doing and they seem like they have always wanted to 
make sure I understand the concepts they are teaching.” 

“My favorite memory is getting to perform with Velocity for the first 
time during a football game my sophomore year.” 

Avery Eversole: “My favorite teacher is Mr. Walters because he’s 

good at teaching.” 

“My favorite memory is the great time I had at Homecoming.” 

Taylor Westrope: “My most memorable high school moment is 
realizing that I’m not that athletic and sports aren’t for me.” 
 
“My favorite teacher is Mrs. Fields because she is like a 2nd mom to 
me.” 
 
Amelia Jenkins: “My favorite teacher is ‘Homework Hockensmith’ 
because she always pushed me to do my best and she’s like my mom.” 
 
 “My favorite memory was track states my junior year when it rained 
during the 4X400m.” 
 
Ritchie Pierre: ““My favorite teacher is Mrs.Hacker because she is 
more than a teacher she cares about your life problems and helps with 
your grades.” 
 
“My most memorable moment was beginning my freshman year and 
seeing the difference between middle school and high school.” 

Taylor Westrope 

Chloe Ervin 

Dylan Boyd 
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MHS Seniors Glo-Up By Emily Dodds 

     High school is considered one of the most influential times in a young person’s life. Whether it 
is physical appearance or overall maturity, high school students tend to graduate from high school 
as a much different person than when they entered as a freshman. With everything from sports, 
academics, and arts, there are countless ways to make high school your own unique journey of 
maturity and growth.  
     Martinsburg High School senior Tanner Boeckmann reflects on his high school experience and 
the path he took to get where he is today. “High school has really helped me find my place and my 
group of friends. I’ve become more outgoing with my personality and I’m more open to new 
things.” Tanner also thinks high school is a very important and influential time in students’ lives. 
“High school is really one of our last chances to prepare ourselves for college and make good 
memories before stepping out into the real world.”  
     Fellow Martinsburg senior Sean Albon also looks back on how high school affected him and the 
changes he’s made during his four years. “High school has affected me in many different ways, but 
the biggest thing was forcing me to grow up and mature. I used to always wait for someone to tell 
me what to do, but now I do things on my own.” Boekmann and Albon, along with many other 
seniors, acknowledge the growth they’ve had throughout high school not only mentally, but 
physically! To showcase the true transformations many students have had from freshman to senior 

year, pictured below are a few “glo-ups” of 
senior Martinsburg students. 

 

Band Seniors as Freshmen Band Seniors Now 
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More Glo-Ups 

Megan Rogers 

Kaleb Assmussen 

Sara Brown 

Hanna Jandrain 

Joe Bokey 

Hannah Starliper 

Parker Hewitt from We’re The Millers Will Poulter 
to Super Star Justin Beiber 
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 Faculty Advice to Graduating Seniors  By Tanner Boeckmann 

As many seniors get ready to graduate across the country, 
many are still worrying about college. There are many things to 
consider that can seem daunting such as, choosing which college 
to go to, what major to choose, and how to navigate the many 
different changes.  Martinsburg High School is full of many wise 
and great teachers, and they were happy to share their advice to 
the graduating senior class.  Three teachers were interviewed and 
shared their words of wisdom.  

The first teacher interviewed was Mrs. Trina Elliott. Mrs. 
Elliott, the science and anatomy teacher at Martinsburg High said, 
“The best piece of advice I can give you, is to not be afraid step 
out of your comfort zone. You’re going to come up against things 
that are different, things that you are not used too or not 
comfortable with, but sometimes that is where the best 
opportunities lie. Mrs. Elliott is a big believer in trying new 
things. She thinks that in order to gain the best college experience, 
you must be willing to try things that you normally wouldn’t do.  

The next faculty member interviewed was guidance 
counselor Jennifer Forte. Mrs. Forte said, “It’s your chance to 
make a new path, chance to meet new people, to try new things 
and to expand everything that you know. As soon as you get to 
campus, make those new friends, and get involved with as much 
as you can.” Mrs. Forte’s views were very similar to Mrs. Elliott's, 
she also believes that you must forge a new path, and experience 
as many new things as possible. In order to have the best 
experience, you must try as many things as you can to make the 
best experiences.   

A third teacher was interviewed, but she wished to remain 
anonymous. The third teacher said, “You must have a plan, with 
no distractions. Set your goals, know who you are, read ahead, 
and stay ahead of your professor. Remember that “if it is meant to 
be, it is up to me.” This third teacher believed that you must not 
take your experience for granted, that you must remain ahead, and 
make the right decision. While the other teachers believed you 
should take advantage of new experiences, the third teacher wants 
to make sure that you stay true to yourself, and to make sure you 
succeed.  

All the teachers had great advice to give, from getting out 
of your comfort zone, to forging a new path, and to staying ahead. 
All the advice given was very accurate and true, they want to see 
you succeed and cheer you on along the way. All the teachers ever 
want is for their students to be successful, and by following this 
advice, the graduating seniors will be very successful at whatever 
college, university, or technical institute they choose to go to.  

  

Ms. T. Elliott 

Ms. J. Forte 
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Students Prevail in Teacher/Student 
Basketball Game By Joe Bokey 

 Martinsburg High School had a teacher versus student game 
on Friday April 12th, 2019. Both teams were stacked with 
great players. For the student team the players were Guard 
Grant Harman, Center Joe Bokey, Forward Qualeke Bush, 
Forward Cedric Bush, Guard Prop Stitt, Guard Kylie 
Roberts, Guard DD Hairston and Forward Telryn Villa. 
Followed by their coaching staff made up of Jack Sutton, 
Bryan Ho, Noah Hobson, and Nate Schweinebtraten.  
     The teachers had a great team also made up 
of Mr.Gallagher, Mr.Osbourne, Ms.Williams, Mr.Ostrowski,  
Mr.Czarnecki, Coach Sherman, and Mrs.Hockensmith. 
Followed by their coaching staff of Coach Fowler and Ms. 
Ralph. The game starters for both teams were Joe, 
Grant, Qualeke, Telryn, and DD. For the teachers starters 
were Mr.Gallagher, Mr.Osbourne, Ms.Williams, Mr.O, and 
Mr.Czarnecki.  
     The game started off with the teachers taking a quick 
lead. Score at the end of the first quarter was 26-22. The 
second quarter the students fought back hard but were still 
down by 5 at the end of the half, with the teachers winning 
44-39. The third quarter was all the students though making a 
comeback and taking the lead 55-50. The fourth quarter was 
a back and forth for the students and the teachers. There were 
a lot of controversial calls or lack there of but the students 
held onto a one point lead the last minute of the game 
winning 76-75.  
     According to Mr. Gallagher, “It was a lot of fun. It’s nice 
to compete with teachers and students. Both teams were 
respectful, and it was just a lot of fun to be around that 
energy.” 
 

Student Team Wins the Game! 

The 
student 
team 

The 
teacher 
team 

Principal T. Sherman, Referee 

Action 
on the 
court 
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MHS Baseball Going Strong  
By Sean Albon 

The Martinsburg baseball team is currently 20-6 and 4th in the 
state. The starters are Grant Harman, Nick Wright, Ashton Staubs, Trey 
Sine, Aaron Pierson, Daryl Pope, Camden Burnett, Elijah Banks, and 
Austin Bartley. Ashton Staubs, the star pitcher is doing well on both 
sides, at bat and on the mound. He has a batting average of .448 which is 
the best on the team.   

This past spring break, the team went to Myrtle Beach and played 
teams ranging from New York to South Carolina and they went 3-1.   

Camden Burnett is very trusting in his team. “We’re doing pretty 
good, probably going to states.” He even said that they are 
“championship worthy,” and believes whoever wins out the region will 
win it all. Sectionals start on May 6th then if they win, comes regionals 
then states.   
 

Fall Sports Release Summer 
Schedules By Hailey Rudy 

     Fall sports are coming soon so, it’s time for summer schedules. 
Cheerleading weight conditioning is on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 5-7 
until the end of May. Conditioning is being held June 10th through June 28th 
from 5pm- 8pm, Monday- Friday. Tryouts are August 1st and 2nd from 5pm-
8pm. Practice for those who make either JV or Varsity start August 3rd.  
     Volleyball flex days are May 6th- May 10th. The three weeks for 
volleyball are June 10th through June 28th, Monday through Friday. There 
are no times set for these dates yet. Tryouts are August 12th for JV and 
Varsity. The practice location for the summer will also be announced soon.  
     Girls soccer flex days are June 3rd through June 7th from 3:30pm-5:30pm. 
June 10th through 28th, Monday-Thursday from 3:30pm-5:30pm are 
practices. Pre season starts in August. August 3rd-5th on Monday’s and 
Wednesday’s practice is from 7am-10am, the afternoon practices are from 
3:30pm-6:30pm. On Tuesday’s and Thursday’s 7am-10am and 3:30pm-
6pm. On Friday and Saturday there is only morning practice. The 
following week practice times are the same.  

    For football the 7v7 schedule is out. As for tryouts the information is not 
out yet.  
     For boys soccer they have a new coach for the 2019 season so, practice 
times and tryout dates are still being decided. 

Planet Fitness Offers Summer Special By Emily Beck 
     Are you looking for a way to stay fit this summer? This coming summer the Martinsburg Planet Fitness is 
offering teens age 15-18 a free membership from May 15th to September 1st. The program will give teens the 
opportunity to workout and attend free classes with certified trainers. The summer program will also be 
offering four, $2,500 scholarships and a grand prize of $5,000. The free program will allow the teens to come 
work out any time of the day, at the Planet Fitness location they signed up at. To sign up for this free program 
visit our local Planet Fitness at 1220 North Queen Street. Sophomore Addie Hughes said, “This sounds like a 
great program for teens to participate in.” 

UR- Team at Myrtle LR- 
Ashton 
Staubs 

MHS Cheerleaders 

Hailey Rudy 
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Annual Cherry Blossom Festival 
Signals Start of Spring By Marah Francis 

The Cherry Blossom Festival is the highlight of Washington DC’s 
introduction into spring. It is a festival created to celebrate the unity 
between Japan and the United States. On March 27, 1912, Mayor Yukio 
Ozaki, of Tokyo City, gifted the cherry blossoms to D.C. to better the 
relationship of the two nations.   

The National Cherry Blossom Festival takes place from March 20th -
April 14th. Every year, the National Park Service makes a prediction for when 
they think the trees will bloom. The blossoms can last up to two weeks but 
are best viewed after 4-7 days of opening. You can find Cherry Blossoms all over D.C, 
but the most popular spots would be the National Mall, near the Jefferson Memorial, and near the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Memorial.   

There are four events that take place during the festival: the opening ceremony, the Blossom Kite 
Festival, the Petalpalooza, and the National Cherry Blossom Parade. The opening ceremony consists of 
Japanese musicians and artists performing at the Warner Theater. The Blossom Kite Festival is where people 
fly kites in the National Mall. The Petalpalooza hosts outdoor performances by bands and serves food along 
the Southwest waterfront. The National Cherry Blossom Parade is one of the largest events hosted in the city. 
This event happens rain or shine and is filled with beautiful floats and creations riding down the streets of 
DC.   

The Cherry Blossom Festival is the perfect way to enter spring and add color to the city of 
Washington DC. Many join the crowds in the streets in celebration of the blooming petals on the trees and 
friendship between Japan and the United States. Sheri Francis (member of decorating committee) gathers 
volunteers to flourish the streets of D.C. with beautiful pinks and cherry blossom branches. She says, “The 
Cherry Blossom Festival is my favorite time of the year. I love seeing this city of white stone being decorated 
so beautifully. The trees are a gift from Japan and symbolize a great relationship. It’s a beautiful merge of 
American and Japanese culture.” This annual festival is great cultural experience and a beautiful sight to 
see.     

 

SCA President Manav Patel enjoys the beauty of the 
blossoms 
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Geothermal Upgrades Begin at MHS 
By Joe Bokey 

     Martinsburg High School is getting a new Geothermal heating and cooling system this summer which is 
why the students are getting out of school a little earlier this year so construction can be ready as soon as 
possible for the new school year next year. A Geothermal heat pump, also known as a ground source heat 
pump (GSHP), works by instead of moving heat between a building and the outdoor air, the energy transfer 
takes place between a building and a ground source.  
     Principal Trent Sherman says that he hopes by adding this new system to the school “ it helps with the 
consistency of our learning environment.” Geothermal heating and cooling works like this:  A typical system 
consists of a ground loop system filled with a water solution, a heat exchanger, and ductwork into the 
building.  
     During the winter, heat from the ground is absorbed by the water solution as it circulates through pipes in 
the ground. The warmed water is carried into the building where a water-to-air heat pump concentrates the 
thermal energy and transfers it to air in a conventional ductwork system, which is circulated to heat the home.  
      In the summertime, this process is reversed, and excess heat is pumped from the home either into the 
ground or redirected to heat domestic hot water in order to cool the building. Martinsburg High School is 
used to the classrooms being really hot or really cold which makes learning a hassle for some people. So, 
adding this geothermal system would help with the temperature of classrooms so learning can take place in a 
more comfortable environment.  

Geothermal ground work in front of MHS 
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Bulldog Boutique Offers Wide Array of New and 
Gently Used Clothing By Abby Emmons 

     Did you know there is a place where you can get 
beautiful dresses and nice clothes for free right in our 
school? It's called the Bulldog Boutique. Bulldog 
Boutique is full of shirts, dresses, pants/shorts, shoes, 
bags, and coats all in good condition. “All of the items in 
the boutique come from generous donations from the 
community,” said Mrs. Ball.  
     The Bulldog Boutique is in the portable classroom 
outside of the large gym. The Bulldog Boutique hours go 
by appointment but they do have open houses periodically 
during lunch. If any students are interested go to Mrs. Ball 
or Mrs. Elliott in the English hallway. There is no limit to 
the number of clothes you can get but, please be 
considerate to other people who may want some clothes. 
Also, if you want to donate Mrs. Ball said: “We accept 
new or gently used donations of clothes for teenagers 
only--this includes formal and casual wear, shoes and 
accessories”.  
     So, if you have some clothes you want to donate, they 
can be dropped off to Mrs. Ball or Mrs. Elliott. The 
Bulldog Boutique is full of amazing clothes, shoes, and 
accessories so if you're interested just stop by Mrs. Ball or 
Mrs. Elliott.   
  
	 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Prom 2019 

The Orange and Black Staff 
Advisor: Ms. Rhonda L. Foreman, NBCT 

Reporters: 

Sean Albon     Emily Beck    Tanner Boeckmann 

Josephus Bokey    Emily Dodds   Abby Emmons 

Marah Francis    Livvy Mills    Hailey Rudy 

MARTINSBURG HIGH SCHOOL MAY 2019 

Farewel l 
Seniors!   
Good luck as 
you embark on 
your next 
journey in life!  

Dewayne Grantham 

Hanna  
Jandrain 
and 
Tanner 
Boeckman

L-R: Kaitylyn Mason, Hailey 
Rudy, and Livvy Mills 

Camden Burnett and Kierra Anderson 

Principal 
Sherman 
crowning 
Queen 
Hanna 
Jandrain 

L-R: Hanna Jandrain, 
Faith Figgins, Anya 
Cooper, Helena Pitzer, 
Sabrina Harrison, and 
Kelsea Anderson 


